Name:

Play by the Rules
Worksheet 4-2: Name That Crime

Sam and Jonathan, both 15, are best friends. They spend almost every weekend together. One weekend,
while staying at Jonathan’s house, they decided to do something different. Sam has noticed the gun cabinet
downstairs before but has never seen any of the guns. Sam shows Jonathan his Dad’s gun cabinet, finds the
key and unlocks it. Inside there are two rifles, three pistols and an old BB gun.

The boys decide it would be fun to go out back and shoot at the birds. They do this sometimes with sling
shots but never hit anything. They think they will have better luck with the guns. They take the BB gun, two
pistols and ammunition for each. As soon as they begin shooting the pistols, Jonathan’s next-door neighbor
comes outside yelling at the boys. Sam and Jonathan take the pistols and ammunition, put them in their book
bags, jump on their bikes and take off.

They decide to go to Sam’s house for the rest of the weekend hoping the neighbor will not get them in trouble.
On the way, they stop at a convenience store to get a drink. Inside the store they see James, a guy who has been
bullying them at school. They stop to talk to him on their way out of the store. They show James the pistols in
their book bags and tell him if he doesn’t leave them alone he will be “eating bullets for lunch!” After James
leaves, Sam and Jonathan are proud of themselves for confronting him.

Once they arrive at Sam’s house, they look in Sam’s Dad’s garage to find something to make a target for shoot-
ing practice. They find a box full of firecrackers and decide to shoot them instead. Jonathan and Sam shoot the
fireworks at passing cars to see the drivers’ reactions.

Monday morning they meet at school and realize that they still have the pistols and ammunition in their

book bags. Sam and Jonathan decide it is a good idea to keep the guns in their book bags at school just in case
they run into James again.

Directions: With a partner, make a list of any illegal actions in this story.
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