




4.	  Look at the cartoons on p. 3. 

a.	 Which cartoon demonstrates a civil law? Top    A criminal law? Bottom

b.	 Give examples of a criminal law and a civil law. 
	 Criminal law: Robbery, theft, assault, murder, etc. (pp. 15-22)
	 Civil law: Contracts, defamation, negligence, intentional tort, etc. (pp. 55-57)

c.	 How do you decide what is criminal and what is civil?  
	 Criminal law relates to actions that affect society (e.g., robbery). Civil law relates to the way you 

interact with other individuals (e.g., contracts). (p. 3)  

5.	 The Code of Alabama is a book of all of the laws of Alabama. What are the other levels of law that we 
must obey? Federal and local law (p. 2)

6.	 Read pp. 5-7 paying attention to the different courtroom roles or jobs.

a.	 Who can name a courtroom role and describe its duties? (Prompt until all roles are named and 
described.) Roles:  judge, jury, defendant, plaintiff, witness, attorney, prosecuting attorney, defense 
attorney, plaintiff’s attorney, attorney general, etc.  (pp. 5-6)

7.	 Read pp. 7-8 about “Legal Rights.”

In re Gault Case Study:  Do Juveniles Have Rights?

1.	 Read aloud the In re Gault case (Worksheet 1-1) to the students.

2.	 As you read the case, ask students to raise their hands when they hear something they think is 
unfair.  

3.	 Write the “unfair” actions on the board as you read through the case. Use the answer key to guide the 
students through the list.

4.	 Read the U.S. Supreme Court decision.

5.	 Discuss due process rights.

Evaluation:  Observation, feedback/questioning, accuracy of activities and Scoreboard (for Scoreboard 
directions see “Assessment.”)

Outside Resource Person (ORP): The following ORPs might be utilized: local judge, attorney, law 
enforcement officer or school resource officer (SRO).  

Taking Home the Law: Students will take home Worksheet 1-2 (Batter-Up Questions) and begin working 
on it with their parents or guardians. This worksheet will serve as a review for the Posttest. Tell the students 
to work on it as you study each chapter and have it completed by the end of the program.

Extra Innings: TG p. 132
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